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Notation of the “Ziyarah” by the Twelver Imamates...

the reasons and motives

Assist. Prof. Researcher
Riadh Abdul-Hussein Radhi Fatima Adnan Zayer
College of Education for Human / Wasit College of Education for Human / Wasit
University University
Abstract

The pilgrimage “Ziyarah” enjoys a deeper and broader understanding in the Shiite thought
than among other Muslims, as it represents a part of the Imamate sectarian identity, due to its
reflection of loyalty and association with the imams and symbols of the doctrine, an example
of loyalty to those Imams, and a an affirmation to allegiance to them and disowning of their

enemies.

The Ziyarah is carried out as rituals in which the pilgrims recite in the holy shrines or from
a distance -according to the circumstances-, some of the supplications and prayers that were

reported from the imams of the sect themselves.

Due to its importance for the Twelver Imamate followers, their scholars notated the Ziyarahs
down in separate books or included them in their fundamentalist doctrine-relate books. That
importance comes from several things, most notably: It represents a useful and easy way to
deliver the religion’s origins and branches according to the perspective of the Imamate. It also a
means of communication between imams and followers, and between doctrine and followers,,
given its smoothness in meaning, attractiveness in speech, and easiness in memorization, as
well as its role as a media outlet by which they would oversee their followers to demonstrate
their stolen rights, uncover the injustice practiced against them, and to expose their enemies.
The importance of scripting comes from the fact that it was issued by the dictates of their
imams, who hold a sacred place within the followers, as well as it represents an Imamate legacy

that requires preservation.

Key words: (Imamate, Islamic history, Imamate in the Umayyad era, Imamate in the Ab-

basid era, Imamate in the Alichani era)
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