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An Analytic Introduction
to a Methodological Study of Imam Al-Hussein bin Abi Talib's

Revolution (Peace be upon him)

Dr. Haidar Qasim Matar
House of Wisdom / Department of Historical Studies

Abstract

The aim of this study is to focus on analyzing the historical narrations in Islamic history
literature and explanatory resources about Imam Al-Hussein's revolution; some of which have
a relation with the nature of this reformist revolution and its historical dimensions and goals

including contemporary and future goals.

This study is one of the studies carried by the strategic scientific project of the Department
of Historic Studies — House of Wisdom (Bayt Al-Hikma) in order to modify and rewrite the
methodology of history research on the bases of neutral and objective visions as an attempt to
establish a new foundation for the process of analyzing narrations and manuscripts as well as

contemporary documents.

It may seem to the researchers and students that the issue is very easy as the historical
resources which deal with the battle of Al-Taf and the martyrdom of Imam Al-Hussein were
written by early historians in (150 A.H. / 780 A.C.) by a narrator from the city of Kofa called Abi
Mikhnifwho died in (157 A.H. /774 A.C.). This opinion may be wrong from our methodological

viewpoint which is expressed in this study with reference to that narration of Abi Mikhnif.

The analytic methodology may approve or deny this narration when deconstructing its part
according to the information it presented or to other additional information associated with this
narration especially the oral narrations that were common till the middle of the 2nd century
A.H. / 8th century A.C. with reference to Chase Robinson's study.

The findings of this study may state the objectivity of these narration and then help to write
an analytic historical study of Imam Al-Hussein's martyrdom for students to read whether at

schools or at universities.
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Mesopotamia, (Cambridge Studies in Islamic
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University Press, 2006.

Cambridge:

- Sezgin, Ursula

() Abu  Mikhnaf: ein  Beitrag zur
Historiographie der umaiyadischen Zeit,
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Q) Der Tod des Husein ben ‘Ali und die Rache..
Ein historischer Roman aus dem Arabischen,
in: Abhandlungen der Koniglichen Gesellschaft
der Wissenschaften zu Goéttingen, Histrorisch-

Philologische Classe 30 (1883).
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