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Karbala Linguistic and Literary Heritage

-Examples and Models-

Professor Dr.
Mohammed Kareem Ibrahim AlI-Shummary

College of Education for Humanities -University of Babil

Abstract
'Karbala' is an ancient name in history dating back to the Babylonian era as there are several

Babylonian villages called 'Core of Babylon'.

This research presents several opinions and viewpoints of linguists collected from dictio-
naries and resources. 'Karbala' means laxity which was called alkarbala. Karbal is the name of
the acid plant. Its land was pure of gravel and dung. It was said to be derived from distress and
grief. When Imam Al-Hussein (peace be upon them) arrived there, he said: "It is a land of pain
and affliction". Some linguists have pointed out that 'Karbala' is a name of a place, a Persian
not a purely Arab name.

This research highlights the interest of the poets in documenting the name of Karbala and its
perpetuation after the painful incident of Imam Al-Hussein (peace be upon him), when his sons,
brothers, cousins and companions were murdered on the 10th of Muharram (Ashura) in 61 AH/
681 AD. The research is supported by a number of poems written by poets who documented
that battle and it reviews a number of literary resources in order to document the contents of the
poems in this regard.

Keywords: Karbala, heritage, Qabasat, sample.
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