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Funeral burial fees In the city of Karbala During the last Ottoman era

(Documentary study)

Prof.Dr.
Sami Nadhem Houssin Al Mansouri

College of Education / University of Qadisiyah

Abstract

The research study the funeral burial Fees in the city of Karbala during the last Ottoman
period in the light of the Ottoman documents. Shi’a Muslims inside and outside Iraq have been
transferring their funerals to the tombs of the holy shrines in Iraq because of the sanctity of
these areas because of the graves of the imams of Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them). That the
transfer of funerals to the graves of the city of Karbala has widened, especially during the last
Ottoman period, which led the Ottoman authorities to issue laws to regulate the transfer and
burial and the payment of fees, so that the process of transfer of funerals and burial in Karbala
is one of the most important doors to the treasury of authorities The Ottoman government in
Iraq with funds.

The number of funerals that reach the city of Karbala has not been fixed, but varies from
time to time, partly because of the nature of Ottoman relations with neighboring countries such
as Iran, and others due to health conditions. The amount of fees levied on funeral burial is also
not fixed. The financial fees imposed on the transfer of funerals and burial in the tombs of the
holy cities, including the tombs of the city of Karbala, one of the most important financial
resources of the treasury of the Ottoman government in the state of Baghdad, the Ottoman
government authorities to issue laws governing the process of collecting fees and amounts, and
the construction of graves. The fees for the burial of funerals in Karbala were a major source of

reimbursement for endowments in the Wilayet of Baghdad from salaries and others.

Keywords: tax, Funerals, Karbala, Ottoman Empire
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